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SECNAV | NSTRUCTI ON 10520. 6

From Secretary of the Navy
To: Al'l Ships and Stations (less Marine Corps field
addr essees not havi ng Navy personnel attached)

Subj: DI SPLAY OF THE FI RST NAVY JACK DURI NG THE GLOBAL WAR ON
TERRORI SM

Ref : (a) U S. Navy Regul ations, 1990

1. Purpose. To provide for the display of the first navy Jack
on board all U S. Navy ships during the G obal War on Terrorism

2. Discussion. As the first ships of the Continental Navy
readied in the Delaware River during the fall of 1775, Commodore
Esek Hopkins issued a set of fleet signals. His signal for the
"whol e Fleet to Engage"” the eneny provided for the "strip'd Jack
and Ensign at their proper places.” Thus, fromthe very

begi nni ng of our Navy, the Jack has been used on board Anerican
war ships. The first navy Jack was a flag consisting of 13

hori zontal alternating red and white stripes bearing diagonally
across thema rattlesnake in a noving position with the notto
"Don't Tread On Me." The tenporary substitution of this Jack
represents an historic rem nder of the nation's and Navy's
origin and wll to persevere and triunph.

2. Action. The first navy jack will be displayed on board al
U.S. Navy ships in lieu of the Union Jack, in accordance with
sections 1259 and 1264 of reference (a). The display of the
first Navy Jack is an authorized exception to section 1258 of
reference (a). Ships and craft of the Navy authorized to fly
the first Navy Jack wll receive an issue of four flags per ship
t hrough a special distribution.
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